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The Gardens’ newly-upgraded Bonsai exhibit

Being in charge of the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens’ unique Bonsai
collection is no small task, and Ofer Grunwald is not a man of small
ideas. He is out not only to rejuvenate and re-invent the Gardens’
current collection of 300 trees, the oldest and most mature in Israel,
but to establish JBG at the epicenter of re-inventing Bonsai in Israel.

“Bonsai,” says Ofer with passion, “is an art-form with living trees; a
sculpture that lives on forever and evolves.”

There are many misconceptions about Bonsai in Israel, he says. He
shudders when asked if the trees are stunted to keep them small.
On the contrary, the trees are healthy and alive, with strongly-
formed root systems that give them longevity and beauty.

“That is the whole point,” he says. “It is about giving life and form
to those species of trees that adapt well to life in a pot; it is about

|//

bringing a tree to its artistic potential.

Ofer is a student of the Italian Bonsai master, Enrico Savini, who,
he says, “revolutionized the traditional Western way of looking
at Bonsai, which was very horticultural. Savini, by contrast, sees
Bonsai as a living sculpture that lives on long after the artist is gone.”

Grunwald took over the collection left to the Jerusalem Botanical
Gardens by two of Israel’s leaders in the field at the time: Haim
Sheer and the late Rafael Shemi. In all, they entrusted some 300
trees to the JBG, many of which are more than 30 and 40 years old,
making them unique in the country.

Bonsai has its origins in China, where artists used them “to depict
landscapes, in the same way masters used oil and canvas to bring
landscapes into urban homes in Europe,” Ofer explains. In Japan,
the art became one “devoted to the beauty of the transient,” and in
Israel, for many years, it was a horticultural experience.

Now, if Ofer has his way, he will spearhead a revolution, taking

Ofer Grunwald at work on the Bonsai collection

the ancient and revered art form one step further- to that of seeing
the trees as a dynamic, living, canvas, on which to create and
sculpt, understanding that the end product will outlive the artists’
intentions — “something,” Ofer says, “that is a wonderful thing in
itself.”

The cause of Bonsai at JBG received a major boost earlier this
year with the total physical and conceptual overhaul of the Bonsai
exhibit, thanks to a gift from the Japanese Agon Shu.

Next on the calendar will be the
National JBG Bonsai Award and
Conference, scheduled for the week of
June 14-20, at which an NIS 3,000 prize
will be given for the most inventive
and artistically-gratifying Bonsai of the
year.

Be sure to attend. There is nothing small about a Bonsai tree;
rather it is an endless canvas of beauty that takes but a moment to
appreciate if looked at correctly.

Ofer offers courses in Bonsai at JBG for beginners and experts
alike.

For more information, see his blog at
www.ofer-grunwald-bonsai.com,
or contact the JBG through its website www.botanic.co.il.
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Botanical Gardens Bonsai Award and Conferance

1-7/6/2012

é,ﬁ

e
-

e i

NI¥N7” 0'1'0N DINXN N2 IYDNWA DY ,['02 'X011AN NIDX 7¥ Iy
73 0211 [PWA IYDNWN O'XDINRN OIDKRN 12 91X INIX2 511 NRINN
NIINXN NNN9NN,[9' .91y 110N “1'VA 0'NA7 YaDn NIXID NX X7
N"INY - NI27 01V YUN1,7X1w11 79170-120 7¢ 19117 TpRnn7 n7ninl
Py g

JIT27 - 9011 TYY NPMyN NIDXN IX OT'71,129010 11107 191y aXIY Ny

AXINNY 1120 IN,I0Y 70971 11X'7 [N WX 'MITHAN 0227 DYV XN
Q91 YD INYY7WI X791 71277 - IDXY X7 12yD 0'R' IX 9100

Dy ,NIYN NI DTPIN NMIYRYND N9IINY 13T 0130 [12 'X0IAN DINN
NDINN NI2TA WIRNAY ,'’X01IAN NP'7N 7W 1'7XIDD0PNI TN NNIDY
12121V XD XD

,"1UI121 |22 "NU1I20 U1DY NidA NIYY]  NY)
01D PAVIt 121,212 20-7 14-D "2 07PN TUN
NI"2 NYNINAI 21U 'NU2IAY N"Y 3,000 YO
YIixa

INT;'X0112 XY2 BIYD 12T DIV ['X .N2MYNN NX NIX17I XI27 DIN2 Y7010
112NN7 IYTN P71 OX Y21 2121 1'91'Y,19101'X 021
JTNND DMTPNNI DY7'NNNYT 20120 [22 'X021A AIN'Y'Y7 0'0Ip 11ayn 181y

:N2IN22 17w 21727 10120 ,5011 Y107
www.ofer-grunwald-bonsai.com
.www.botanic.co.il nain2,j30 ANX 7T 0120 PR DY WP DY IX

‘/ NU : I :
,

"Nnyyny 'JIU'D

— -

R

,N71T2 MD'WD XIN 1DI2N 20 7Y 'TIN' X012 §0IXA 719D

fOIXN NX WTNND X'X¥DN71 2XY7 P71 11X INIDD 717212 2WIN 171212 1911
X7X,XX2 121201 PRI §0IXI 2WNal 0'NY 300-2 111D ,[a0 7v 0'pin
27721 '7X1¢'1 'X01122 129NN YINN TRIND 1DIAN |30 X OPRY7 INND2

NN 709 ;0"N O'YY NAXYNN NINX NI 11'77,01'72 191y 11201 ,”'X01120”
”.Nyn ‘72 NNoONnI N¥17

N7XUN N2117 TIN1 XIN.ANIX XN, N'WYDIN 27 YIXA ”IX0112”7 7y N9pwnn
0O'X'2 0'¥yN 1797 .00 DI'RWA7 T2 0¥V NNMYX DX O'XITN> OX
NI 0P NIDIX ON7 NPIYyNRN NPTN 0'WAIY N2yR '7ya,0Mini

7¢ 0'1'D ONIXY7 NINIE DN NP2 TPRNN 'XOIAN” ANIX XIN 7"y Nt
TX'YIDI9N NX WNNT D'WONND X ;XYY 0"NN DY 20'N D'TTINNNN 0'YY
"Y1 [INDN 'MINDXN

AM2T7 AWUNX,'110 1PIX ' P7DIRN 'X011IAN [PX-11 7V TN XIN 191y
.N"11) NIXY NTIPIN NY2IY ,'X0112N NX N'21YNN N0'9N1 1290 771N
ANX7 NI2Y DIV NINY7 1'WNNN N 709 'X01122 DXL, NXT NNIY'Y7 11120

”.INXY [DXN NI

NIMNTAN O'NY T 7y 012N 27 DNV 90IXA 7Y NIMNXN NX 701 191y
1NN ,720 702 .'w 0'NIEL(77T) 'YW X971 7RIV X011 NIDYTIAN

9112 'TIN" '7'2,MY 40-1 30-N N'7yN'7 12 ON'1INY ,0'NY 300-D |27 DMWY
J7XWN 011N

n97nn NIYTN 719'0 NID'W 7V 2I7'W T 7Y "UTNN 90IXN NXXNDN"7 90111
0'21'D"NIDX NITIO’ 7V DNIYM,O'91VI D'WAIY 7¢ WTNND |21, 0¥y
[P O'¥Y NITNNA NNNNN XIN 12,17UN D19 §0IX 191V P'TNN,0'901)

TVIO XIN INIX,MVY 1,500-0 |2 N'T XY NN 12,7712 17W 90IXN .0'MNN
JIXMAN 17 N1TN DR-DX

12



